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‘DOUBLE FIRST’ FOR MALAYA & TRINIDAD 


British Librarians’ Prominent Part 


he formation of a library association is an important development 

in any area. When two new ones develop in opposite parts of the 
world in the library profession one begins to appreciate anew the inter- 
national significance of librarianship. But now by one of the most 
amazing coincidences of modern library history two new library 
associations have been formed on the same day, 16th January 1960. 
In the formation of each association British librarians appear to 


have played prominent parts. 


The inaugural meeting of the 
Library Association of Trinidad and 
Tobago was attended by over sixty 
representatives who met at the 
Conference Room, Federal House, 
Port of Spain, on January 16th. 

The meeting was introduced by 
Miss Ursula Raymond, A.L.A., who 
outlined the aims of the Association 
and discussed the several types of 
library and library staff which the 
Association will unite. Library 
services in the territory include 
public libraries (municipal and 
county), official information services, 
libraries in government departments 
and special libraries of all kinds. 

Mr. Ronald C. Benge, F.L.A., was 
Chairman of the meeting at which 
members discussed and _ resolved 
constitutional details. Membership 
will also be open to individuals, 
groups and _ institutions over- 
seas. 

Officers of the Association include: 
K. Jarvis, Mrs. Lynette Hutchinson, 
Miss Shelia Lewsey, Father Augus- 
tine, Miss Audrey Roberts, Miss Irma 
Pilgrim, Miss Alma Warner, Mrs 
Lois Barrow. 


The Library Association, Federa- 
tion of Malaya was also formed in 
Kuala Lumpur on the same day. 

About 40 people from all parts of 
the Federation attended the meeting 
which was held at the British 
Council hall. 

Some of the objects of the Asso- 
ciation are: 

To unite all persons engaged in 
library work or interested in libraries; 

To promote better administration 
of libraries; 

To encourage the establishment 
and development of libraries in 
Malaya; and 

To encourage professional educa- 
tion and training for librarianship. 

Mr. W. J. Plumbe, librarian of the 
Kuala Lumpur division of the Uni- 
versity of Malaya was elected first 
president of the Association. 

Other office-bearers are: vice-presi- 
dent Mrs. Hedwig Anuar; secretary, 
Inche Syed Ahmad bin Alli; treasurer, 
Inche A. Rashid Ismail; and council 
members, Mr. C. J. Manuel, Inche 
A. Wahab Majid, Mr. Teerath Ram, 
Mrs. G. N. Nesaratnam and Mr. 
A. G. Parker. 


February 1960 


Revolution in recording 
may help libraries 


Libraries and other organizations 
greatly concerned with the storage 
of information are expected to 
benefit from a revolutionary method 
of recording which has been de- 
veloped in America. 

The new system, called “‘thermo- 
plastic” recording, is the invention 
of Dr. W. E. Glenn of G.E.C. It uses 
a narrow plastic tape in which the 
recording is impressed by a beam of 
electrons depositing a pattern of 
charges, much in the way that the 
electron beam in a television tube 
“writes” its picture. By a sequence 
of rapid heating and cooling, the 
recorded pattern appears on the tape 
in the form of minute wrinkles. As 
with present tape recorders, the 
thermoplastic tape can be erased, by 
re-melting, and used again im- 
mediately. 


More Information 


An important feature of the new 
method is its compactness, and 
much more information can be 
stored in a given space than on 
magnetic tape. It has been estimated 
that all 24 volumes of the Encylo- 
paedia Britannica could be recorded 
on a 5 inch roll of thermoplastic tape. 





Soviet Book 
Exhibition 
in London 


The biggest public exhibition ever 
held in Britain of books published 
in the U.S.S.R. has been staged at 
the Royal Festival Hall, London. 
The British Council presented the 
exhibition on behalf of the Soviet 
Ministry of Culture, as part of an 
exchange which began with the 
Council's exhibition, of British books 
and periodicals in Moscow last 
November. The exhibition, 3,951 
books and 250 periodicals, backed 
by 30 posters and 196 photographs 
and illustrations, is open free to the 
public until February 19th between 
2 p.m. and 10 p.m. daily. The largest 
section is on science, technology and 
literature, and of children’s books. 
Other sections are on art, music, 
travel, reference, and non-Russian 
literature, including books in English. 

A general guide to the exhibition 
in English is available. 


No Friend of His! 


Peter Townsend’s new book “Earth 
My Friend” about his round the 
world trip has been kept off Tyne- 
mouth’s library bookshelves. 

The 25s. book was one of three 
crossed off a list of 50 new books by 
the town’s public library committee 
who have the final say on what the 
30,000 library members have to read. 

Officials were reticent about why 
they had crossed Townsend’s book 
out. But it is understood that the 
committee felt that they should “not 
help to pay for Townsend’s trip”’ by 
buying the book. 


A new book entitled Music 


Librarianship has just been published 
by J. Clarke, price 45s; the author is 
Mr. E. T. Bryant, Borough Librarian 
of Widnes. This will be reviewed 
shortly in the Recorp. 








QUESTIONS IN 
PARLIAMENT 











The Minister of Education was 
asked on 10th December by Mr. 
Blackburn (Stalybridge and Hyde) if 
he would defer any decision on the 
Roberts Report until it was apparent 
whether any changes in the structure 
of local government were likely to 
take place as a result of recommenda- 
tions of the commissions set up under 
the Local Government Act, 1958. 

In a wr*.ten reply the Minister said 
that this was one of the points he was 
now considering. 


House of Lords Library 

In a written reply on 17th Decem- 
ber, the Minister of Works stated 
that the Library of the House of 
Lords occupied an area of some 5,200 
sq. ft., together with about 2,000 sq. 
ft. of storage space in the basement 
and elsewhere. The area of the Royal 
Gallery was almost 5,000 sq. ft. 





Librarian Novelist 


It may come as a surprise to most 
librarians to learn that Phyllis Riches 
of Analytical Bibliography of Collected 
Biography fame is in fact Phyllis 
Sutton, novelist. 

Since the publication of Collected 
Biography Miss Sutton has written 
many novels. There have been several 
paper back editions; all have been 
translated into Dutch; film options 
have been taken on four of them. 

Her latest novel, Silver Wings, is 
the first of a new series with the same 
air hostess as heroine. All her books 
are published by W. H. Allen. 

Miss Sutton has not severed her 
connection with librarianship and is 
running the Bodiam Branch of the 
East Sussex County Library. 


Sheffield’s new university library 
can accommodate about a million 
books, thus providing space for 
many years of stock. But the 400 or 
so places for readers are already 
largely taken up. 
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BOOKS TO ENJOY 


Associated Rediffusion Ltd., are 
broadcasting during this Spring 
Term, an I.T.V. series of programmes 
for schools called ‘“‘Booxs To ENsoy”’. 
The audience chiefly in mind is boys 
and girls aged 12 to 14 in Secondary 
Modern Schools, and the aim is to 
encourage such children to get as 
much pleasure from books as they do 
from films or television. 

Since most classics, though excel- 
lent material for television treatment, 
are unlikely to hold these children in 
their original form, because of length, 
idiom, and vocabulary difficulties— 
eight books, by contemporary 
authors, have been chosen, which are 
likely to appeal to boys and girls of 
perhaps rather less than average 
ability. It is hoped that the pro- 
grammes will stimulate them to 
explore the shelves of their school 
and public libraries. 

Titles, and programme dates for 
future programmes are listed below: 

King John’s Treasure, by R. C. 
Sheriff. 

Songberd’s Grove, by Ann Barrett. 

Three Steps to Tyburn, by Suther- 
land Ross. 

Tumbledown Dick, by Howard 
Spring, 8th and 15th February. 

Avalanche, by A. Rutgers van der 
Loeff, 22nd and 29th February. 

The Wonderful Winter, by March- 
ette Chute, 7th March. 

A hundred million francs, by Paul 
Berna, 14th March. 

The Man who gave away Millions, 
by Kathleen Fidler, 21st March. 

The last programme in the series, 
in the week commencing 28th March, 
will be based on the children’s own 
choice. 


A Land Rover and a specially 
designed caravan trailer are to be 
used to give parts of Bermondsey 
(London) a better library service; 
one existing branch library will be 
closed in consequence. During the 
caravan’s stopping periods the Land 
Rover will be available for other 
work. 








‘ANNIE’ TAKES CARE OF THE 
TELEPHONE RENEWALS 


te is the response that greets a caller telephoning Welbeck 
2629, at any time of the day, any day of the week— 

St. Marylebone central library—This Ansafone will 
record your renewal requests automatically—Give your 
name, followed by the number and the last date stamped 
on each label—Please speak clearly—SPEAK NOW. 


tarting the service on January Ist, 

St. Marylebone appear to be the 
first library to take advantage of the 
equipment now on the market for 
automatically recording telephone 
messages, and “storing” them to be 
dealt with later at convenience. 

Typical of many London boroughs, 
St. Marylebone serves a big day-time 
population of office workers, in 
addition to the borough’s own resi- 
dents, and their issue counters 
experience the familiar rush-hours. 
Consequently, there are many periods 
in the day when the insistent jangle 
of a telephone intruding with calls 
to renew the loan of books is, to say 
the least, an unwelcome distraction. 
Moreover, delay by the staff in 
answering the phone “ties up” the 
switchboard; callers not infrequently 
arrive at the telephone without all 
the details, number-and-date prompt- 
ly at hand; and—dquite as often—the 
charge to be renewed is nowhere near 
the telephone on the counter. It 
added up to a small, but persistent 
problem. 

The Ansafone* (nicknamed 
*‘Annie”’ by the staff) is a form of 
tape recorder which can be connected 
to any G.P.O. telephone hand-set. 
During periods when the telephone 
is left unattended the Ansafone will 
respond to any call on that number 
with a pre-recorded announcement 
—and will then stand by to record the 
caller’s message. The mechanism 
automatically provides for callers 
ringing off without leaving a message, 

* Southern Instruments (Communica- 
tions) Ltd., 67/8 Jermyn St., S.W.1. 


for long pauses during a message, 
and for warning callers that the 
machine’s recording time (a total of 
60 minutes) is nearly expired. 


The Cost 


And the cost? The tariff for the 
Ansafone ranges from 35s. a week 
for a 2 years contract, to 22s. 6d. for 
seven years. St. Marylebone are 
paying the top rate during the six 
months trial period, but if they 
decide to adopt recorded telephone 
renewals as standard practice, the 
manufacturers will apply the 22s. 6d. 
rate retrospectively to the beginning 
of the contract. It almost amounts 
to a telephonist on the staff for under 
£60 a year. 

St. Marylebone are clearly de- 
lighted with the first results of this 
experiment. They are currently re- 
ceiving between 60 and 70 recorded 
renewals every 24 hours, and thanks 
partly to the lavish use of a book- 
mark giving simple directions, the 
public have responded well. The 
sharp drop in the number of inter- 
ruptions at the counter through 
staff having to break off to answer 
telephone renewal calls is already 
obvious, and there are signs that the 
number of books falling overdue is 
actually declining. The procedure for 
notifying readers that for some 
reason or another a renewal cannot 
be given has not been affected. 

It remains to be seen whether other 
library applications will suggest them- 
selves for this modest dabble in auto- 
mation. 
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ROUNDABOUT 
WALES 











During a discussion on whether 
Port Talbot should have a full-time 
reference librarian at its central 
library, one councillor charged that, 
“The lack of technical reference 
books in our public libraries has 
caused the Steel Company of Wales 
to build up a reference library of 
their own.” 

One member of the committee 
thought that this was a matter 
which “could safely be left until a 
new library was built’. But others 
asserted that the library was under- 
staffed and that as a town which 
embraced the “greatest steel works 
in the country and large numbers of 
technicians and students’’, Port Tal- 
bot had an obligation to provide a 
proper reference service, and not to 
rely on enquirers being prepared to 
travel to Swansea and Cardiff to use 
a reference library. 

* 7 > 


Books in Welsh. ““The demand for 
something new in Welsh which can- 
not be satisfied is a real problem,” 
says the county librarian of Flint- 
shire, in a report on the first year’s 
operations of the county’s mobile 
library. 


* * * 


Bigger Grant for Welsh Library 

Mr. Henry Brooke, Minister for 
Welsh Affairs, has announced that 
the Government propose increasing 
the Treasury grant to the National 
Library of Wales from £5,000 to 
£6,000. 

Despite an earlier increase from the 
Treasury of £2,000 the grant of 
£5,000 to the National Library of 
Wales was described at the last 
annual meeting of its governors as 
“ludicrous”. Not only has the pur- 
chasing policy of the Library “‘been 
seriously restricted by lack of funds’’, 
but the Treasury’s failure to provide 
financial aid for the new bookstack 
means that the serious shortage of 
storage space continues to be “‘a 
menace to the Library’s efficiency’. 








SCARBOROUGH 
CONFERENCE 


Informatior has been received 
from the various sections of the 
Association as to their proposed 
Sessions at the Conference. These are: 
A.A.L. 
A paper by Mr. R. G. Surridge. 
County Libraries Section 
Miss L. V. Paulin to speak on 
Technical Library Services. 
University and Research Section 
A Session on Local History, 
Archives and Libraries. 
Reference, Special and Information 
Section 
Dr. H. Coblans to speak on 
Internation and Local Information 
Services. 
Youth Section 
An Address by Miss Phillipa 
Pearce. (Carnegie Medal Holder). 
The Council agreed to accept an 
invitation to hold the 1961 Confer- 
ence at Bournemouth if dates offered 
were convenient. 


The Council of the Association of 


Assistant Librarians is hoping to 
book special hotel accommodation 
for the Library Association Con- 
ference to be held from September 
12th to September 16th, 1960. It is 
intended that this will be similar to 
that provided for A.A.L. members 


at the Annual Joint Conference of 


three Branches of the Library Asso- 
ciation held at St. Annes-on-Sea in 
April 1959. 

Will anyone interested in this idea 
please write to W. S. Ashmore, 
Central Library, Surrey Street., 
Sheffield, 1., on or before February 
29th, 1960. 


“An ‘Old Students Association’ 
has been formed for ex-students 
of the Newcastle School of 
Librarianship. An initial sub- 
scription of 5s. has been set and 
anyone wishing to join should 
send their subscription, and any 
ideas they may have regarding the 
function of the Association to the 
Honorary Secretary. Mr. T. D. 
Wilson, A.L.A., Librarian, Nu- 
clear Research Centre, C. A. 
Parsons & Co. Ltd., Fossway, 
Newcastle upon Tyne 6.” 


Programme for P.R. Course 
Branches and Sections Invited 


Mr. Higgins, L.A. Public Relations Adviser presented his second 
report to the Executive Committee at its January meeting. He gave 
a dismal picture of the present attitude of the national press, radio 
and T.V., towards the library profession, stating that these media of 
communication were unaware of and uninterested in the work of the 
L.A., and its members. His general summary of press reaction to 
libraries was that of ‘‘inanimate buildings— indifferently used’’. 


The first step in remedying the situation will be the holding of 
a course in Elementary Public Relations which will be held in 
Chaucer House from March 16th-18th. Each Branch and Section 
is being invited to send a representative. The expenses of such 
representative will be met by Headquarters. 


March 16th, 1960 
0930 Explanation of the purpose and 


aims of the course by the 
Library Association’s public 
relations adviser, Michael 
Higgins. 
1015 Coffee. 
1045 Mr. Morley Richards, news 
* manager of Daily Express will 
talk about “What makes 
news ?”” 
1145 Questions. 
1215 Lunch. 
1400 “‘“How a newspaper operates” 
Mr. Frank Davey, News 
Chronicle. 
1515 Questions. 
545 “Pictures that make news”’. 


The editor of P. A. Reuter 
Photos has been invited to 
give this talk. 

1630 Questions. 

1700 End of day. 


March 17th, 1960 
0930 Percy Cudlipp, editor of the 
* New Scientist will discuss 
“What is a feature story ?” 

1030 Question time. 

1100 Coffee. 

1115 Use of films and filmlets: Or- 
ganization and running of 
public meetings and exhibi- 
tions. An approach has been 
made here to Mr. Alan Eden- 
Green, Director of Public Re- 
lations of Josiah Wedgwood 
& Sons Limited. 

1215 Question time. 


| , 


1245 Lunch. 

1400 The editor of Progress will talk 
on “How to write and what to 
write for magazines”. 

1515 Question time. 

1545 Leslie Hardern, P.R.O. for 

* North Thames Gas Board and 
chairman and compere of “‘In- 
ventors’ Club” on B.B.C. Tele- 
vision will speak on “The im- 
pact of publicity on news 
columns’’—with particular 
reference to local newspapers. 

1645 Question time. 

1700 End of day. 

2100 Tour of the Daily Express, 

appr. Fleet Street. 


March 18th, 1960 

0930 Exercise: To write a series of 
news stories for certain speci- 
fied newspapers. To write one 
feature article on a given aspect 
of the Associations’ work for a 
local evening paper. 

1045 Coffee. 

1100 A B.B.C. executive will speak 
on “B.B.C.’s radio and tele- 
vision requirements for news 
and feature programmes both 
nationally and locally”’. 

1200 Questions. 

1230 Lunch. 

1430 Inquest on the morning exer- 
cise. 

1600 Question time and_ general 
discussion on the course. 

1700 End of course. 


* Lecture open to all members 





COMPARATIVE COSTS PER PAGE 


B.N.B. Analysis 


Recent correspondence with the 
publishers of Chemical Abstracts and 
Pergamon Press works has led to 
vigorous discussion in L.A. Council 
over the comparative cost of these 
publications. The following letter 
by the editor of B.N.B. is an interest- 
ing sidelight on costs per page. 


“In your note 
Chemical Abstracts you gave a short 
table of comparative costs per page 
of a number of publications as 
follows: 

per page 
L.A. Record and Liaison 2 - 2d. 
Chemical Abstracts 2 3d. 


Pergamon publications 5d. to 7d. 
You may be interested to add 
B.N.B.’s: 


per page 
Full service (£24 per annum) 1: 13d. 
Weekly Lists only 


(£9 10s. per annum) 1-21. 
Annual Volume only 
(£9 10s.) 1 -84d. 


“These calculations are based on 
1959 figures and on the ‘first’ copy 
rates. ‘Additional’ copy rates would 
give an even more impressive result. 
Yet, as you know, we have not 
increased our ‘first’ copy rates this 
year in spite of new and considerably 
higher printing charges. ‘Additional’ 
copy rates inevitably had to rise but 
even so, if this comparison is valid, 
they are very good value for money! 


“You may like to know that the 
reason we have held our ‘first’ copy 
rates at their 1959 level is because we 
hope to make a fundamental change 
in the basis of production of all our 
publications. We are beginning ex- 
periments immediately and if, as we 
expect, they are successful, B.N.B., 
from the middle of this year, mzy 
have a slightly ‘new look’ and the 
anticipated saving in costs should 
enable us to keep our prices reason- 
ably steady for some time to come.” 

A. J. WELLS, 
Editor, B.N.B. 


on the cost of 


BACK FROM MOSCOW 





Messrs. K. Humphreys, M. C 


The above picture shows the arrival 
back in this country of three British 
librarians, who have just spent a 
fortnight studying libraries in the 
U.S.S.R. This visit was in exchange 
for one by three Soviet librar- 
ians. 

It is expected that a report of the 
visit together with impressions of the 
libraries of this country by the visiting 
Soviet party will be published shortly 
in the Record 


Pottinger and A 





Thompson at London Airport 


The recent visit of this delegation to 
Russia, was seized upon at once by 


the Scottish newspapers and by 
the B.B.C., and television. Stories 
appeared in The Times, The 
Guardian, Nottingham Guardian 
Journal, The Scotsman, Glasgow 
Herald, Edinburgh Evening News, 
Glasgow Citizen. Recordings were 
made for Radio Newsreel, B.B.C. 


News and T.V. Newsreel (Scottish 
Edition). 





THE NEW CHAUCER 
HOUSE 


Plans for the new Chaucer House 
are to be shown to the Executive 
Committee at its meeting in March. 
It was reported to this committee 
that discussions were going on 
between the National Central Library 
and the architects as to the possibility 
of an alternative development of 
their part of the site in Store Street, 
which would give greater room for 
expansion. 
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CHANGES AT L.A. 
LIBRARY 


Changes are taking place in the 
L.A. Library. Receipt forms for 
books borrowed are now no longer 
required. The postal charges have 
been altered. With the exception of 
books sent by airmail, the reader is 
required to pay only for returning the 
book. With airmail the cost is still 
both ways. 

The possibility of installing Telex in 
Chaucer House is being investigated 








“NATURE” CRITICIZES A.C.S.P. 
Dereliction of Duty Charge 


Reviewing the latest annual report of the Advisory Council 


on Scientific Policy, Nature castigates the Council’s 
to the National Lending Library—which is one 


attitude 
of the 


Council’s responsibilities—and tacitly accepts the L.A.’s view 
that the newly-formed Consultative Committee for the Library 


is “unrepresentative”’. 


. I is startling to read,”’ says Nature's 

editorial, “that the Advisory 
Council believes its responsibilities 
towards the scheme can now be 
regarded as satisfactorily concluded 
. . » It is only two years since the 
Council first reported progress to- 
wards the establishment of a National 
Lending Library of Science and 
Technology, and even a year ago it 
was expressing concern at the failure 
to establish the National Reference 
Library of Science and Invention”’’ 
(the scheme based on the existing 
Patent Office Library). ‘“The two 
projects are inter-related and serious 
doubts are entertained by competent 
judges as to how far either is likely 
to be efficient in the absence of the 
other, apart from any question of 
duplicating resources. 

“For that reason and for the 
further reason that the Advisory 
Council’s own recommendations for 
the National Lending Library in- 
cluded collaboration with the exist- 
ing regional and specialist library 
services in the supply of scientific 
literature, this statement in the report 
reads rather like dereliction of duty. 


Consultative Committee 


“Even with the appointment of a 
Consultative Committee to advise 
the D.S.LR. from the point of view 
of the users of the Library on the 
services to be provided by it, the 
Advisory Council ought not to dis- 
claim either responsibility or interest. 

“The Advisory Council’s report 
does not mention the appointment 
of this Committee, the membership 
of which has been announced, but, 


on the Council’s own showing, an 


adequate lending and reference ser- | 


vice of scientific libraries bears so 
closely on both the supply of scientific 


and technical manpower and its | 


efficient use that the Advisory 
Council can scarcely avoid a con- 


| 


Recorded books 
for the blind 


A correspondent in the Church 
Times recently advocated the ex- 


| tension by voluntary effort of the 


recording of books on tapes for the 
benefit of the blind, and he suggested 
that books should be borrowed from 
libraries for this purpose. The Honor- 
ary Legal Adviser of the Association 
has confirmed that the recording of 


| a book in this way without a licence 
| would constitute an infringement of 


tinuing interest in the provision of | 
such services. Incidentally, the users | 


do not seem to be adequately repre- | 


sented on that Committee. 

“In any event, it will probably be 
necessary for the Council to continue 
to exert its influence in order to 
overcome the obstacles to co- 
operation and to ensure that adequate 
resources are placed at the service of 
the library system as a whole. In- 
deed, from this point of view, al- 
though the Roberts Report was 
addressed to the Minister of Edu- 
cation, some comment on the Report 
might have been looked for by the 
Advisory Council, for Sir Sydney 
Roberts’ Committee gave due con- 
sideration to the relation of public 
libraries to other libraries including 
scientific libraries.” 





In January, John Murray pub- 
lished a new novel, The Bright and the 
Dark by John Grisdale, a realistic 
account of working class life in East 
London, during the war. John 
Grisdale is the pen-name of John 
Grisdale Brown who was an F.L.A., 


copyright under the Copyright Act 
1956. Such recordings should there- 
fore be made only with a licence from 
the owner of the copyright or from 
work in which the copyright has 
lapsed. 





A National Translations 
Index ? 


Some of the methods and more of 
the problems of what is known in the 
business as the “translations in- 


| dustry” were aired at a one-day 





symposium held recently by Aslib. 
Two distinct means of doing trans- 
lations were described. Whole books, 
or the entire contents of each 
successive issue of a journal, are 
being translated “cover-to-cover” 
both commercially by publishers, 
and with the aid of public money 
through D.S.I.R. These total trans- 
lations are at present confined to 
Russian Journals. Second, there are 
a few instances of organizations with 
similar subject interests pooling their 
efforts to make translations of foreign 


| material coming in their field of 


trained in Bradford and afterwards | 


serving at Barking and Shoreditch. 
Mr. Brown died suddenly before the 
publication of his novel, a death 
accelerated by his work during the 
blitz on London. His wife is a 
librarian at Folkestone. 
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interest. 

It was announced at this con- 
ference—the second in two years 
on translating—that Aslib intends 
to try making its Index of scientific 
and technical translations a national 
one, by incorporating other indexes, 
such as the D.S.1.R. index of Russian 
translations. It was foreseen that a 
future stage would be the pooling of 
translations at international level. 














S 


-S 








Mr. J. Burkett, formerly librarian 
of the Hawker Siddeley Nuclear 
Power Company Ltd., has joined the 
staff of Nuclear Power as assistant 
editor. 

* * * 

Mr. Jack Dove, Borough Librarian 
of Hove, ran to the aid of a man 
whose clothes caught alight when a 
paraffin stove he was using on a 
balcony of the library exploded. 
Using an extinguisher, Mr. Dove put 
out the flames but the man was taken 
to hospital with severe burns. 

+ ” *. 

The librarian of the newly- 
established Monash University in 
Victoria, Australia, is Mr. E. H. 
Clark, at present librarian of the 
University of Malaya, in Singapore. 

* * 7 


A length of pre-1948 nitro-cellulose 
35 mm. film, borrowed from Ply- 
mouth Central Library by the B.B.C. 
for showing in a television pro- 
gramme, was returned with this note: 
“You look after the thing; it might 
go up at any moment.” The film, 
which is among those kept for safety 
in a special container, is part of a 
growing collection of old films re- 
lating to the City. 

” * * 

Mr. P.H. Sewell (N.W. Polytechnic) 
has gone to the Sudan on a Unesco 
mission to work at the University of 
Khartoum in training librarians, 
advising on the organization of a 
future library school, and assisting 
in drawing up a plan for nationwide 
public library development. 

While in the Sudan, Mr. Sewell 
will be on leave from his post as 
head of the Department of Librarian- 
ship of North-Western Polytechnic 
in London where he has worked 
extensively with overseas students 
studying on fellowships. 

. ” > 

“Before Barrow-in-Furness Libra- 
ries Committee once again tell us 
how we are the envy of all other 
towns in the north of England’’, a 
correspondent in a local newspaper 
reminds the Committee that cause 
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for complaints persist at the central 
library. 

“Smoking and talking are for- 
bidden in the Reading Room ac- 
cording to the many notices stuck 
on the walls. Yet normally the room 
is full of smoke (all windows tightly 
closed), while fierce arguments rage 
between the occupants of the various 
desks. In the midst of it all can be 
seen various men, apparently home- 
less, fast asleep with their heads 
lying on magazines.” 

* * + 

Edinburgh. A separate children’s 
reference library is to be provided 
for the central junior library, in 
recognition of the individual research 
projects which are becoming a 
feature of modern’ educational 
methods for children. 

om . + 

Books overboard. Nearly 200 books 
which in the ordinary way would 
have been sent to salvage, were re- 
quested from Dover Public Library 
by a local man who is among the 
crew of a whaler which sailed for the 
Antarctic in November. Before his 
ship returns to England in April, the 
sailor has promised to dump the 
books over the side. 

a . = 

Gloucester City Library have had 
their local catalogue and its supple- 
ment microfilmed; this may well be 
the first local catalogue to appear in 
this form. 

. + 

Since Norwich took over the 
custody of wills, the city library’s 
holdings of archives have jumped 
from 76,000 documents to 436,000. 
There is a delay—which is considered 
to be not unusual—of 20 years in 
calendaring documents owing to 
staff limitations. 

. * * 

Paris. The Ford Foundation has 
made a grant towards a new Centre 
for Human Sciences (La Maison des 
Sciences de I’Homme). The first step 
is to provide a new research building 
in the centre of Paris, with a library 
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of 300,000 volumes. In about two 
years another library will be built 
in the suburbs to house the remaining 
700,000 volumes. 
* + aa 
Swansea’s library assistants, whose 
working day is longer than that of 
any other public librarians, are to 
get their hours shortened. At present 
they work between 39 and 41 hours 
weekly. 

The Library Committee has de- 
cided to close the library at 6 p.m. 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednes- 
days, for a trial period of 6 months. 

* * * 
Building for Books, the library film 
from Trinity College, Dublin, already 
regarded by some librarians as the 
finest library film of its kind, is being 
shown commercially at “Studio 
Two” in Oxford Street, London, 
from February 21st. It is advisable 
to check with the cinema before 
making a special journey. 

* a * 


A new Science and Technology 
Department has been opened at 
Chelmsford Public Library. 

The Department has been formed 
from part of the existing Reading 
Room, which is reduced to rather 
more than half of its former size. 
Access to the new department is 
gained through the Adult Lending 
library and all books from it are 
issued through the photo-charger at 
the main counter. The department 
comprises all the library’s holdings 
within the greater part of Dewey’s 
classes 500 and 600, including lending 
and reference books, periodicals, 
government and research association 
reports, trade catalogues and a com- 
plete set of British Standards Speci- 
fications— in all about 14,000 items. 

+ + * 

London. The internationally famous 
library of the London University 
School of Oriental and African 
Studies promises at last to have a 
building of its own. A grant of nearly 
£90,000 from the Rockefeller Found- 
ation will be used as a big start in 
raising funds for building the library. 





LIBRARY ACT 
FOR QUEBEC 


The long-awaited Legislation in 
Quebec referred to in our last issue 
has now been passed by the Legislative 
Assembly. 

The new act in Quebec: 

1. Creates a Public Libraries 
Commission, a permanent advisory 
body reporting to the Provincial 
Secretary and composed of persons 
known for their interest in the 
development of libraries. Appoint- 
ments, for six years, will be by the 
Cabinet. 

2. Sets up a provincial library 
service, an administrative body an- 
swering to the Provincial Secretary 
and headed by a provincial director 
of public libraries. 

3. Earmarks from now until April 
Ist, 1961, $200,000 for the develop- 
ment of libraries. After that date 
funds will be voted annually by the 
Legislature. 


Edinburgh and East of 
Scotland Branch Meeting 


The Annual General Meeting of the 
Edinburgh and East of Sctoland 
Branch was held on December 16th, 
1959. Mr. N. R. McCorkindale was 
elected Chairman and Miss K. Young 
was elected Secretary for the coming 
year and the Committee as follows: 
Miss J. P. S. Ferguson, Miss I. 
McKinlay and Messrs. A. Carter, D. 
Christie, M. W. Paton and J. A. Tait. 

The A.G.M. was followed by the 
East’s preliminary round of the 
S.L.A. Public Speaking Competition, 
which this year is taking the place of 
the Ewart Prize Essay. Mr. Forsyth 
of Ayr had a difficult task to adjudi- 
cate between the two contestants, 
Mrs. Carter of Edinburgh and Miss 
Martin of Dunfermline. Mrs. Carter 
was narrowly beaten by Miss Martin 
who gave an interesting and informa- 
tive talk on James Leslie Mitchell or 
Lewis Grassic Gibbon. 

After the adjudication Mr. Forsyth 
gave a short address in his own 
inimitable style on “The Librarian 
looks at his job”. 
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Technical Library News 


The Commercial and Technical 
Department of Nottingham P.L. has 
recently begun the publication of a 
monthly Classified Contents List of 
Technical Periodicals. This covers 
important chemical, engineering and 
management periodicals. Its purpose 
is to help the very large number of 
small firms in Nottingham who have 
no library or information depart- 
ment. There is also a lending service 
for copies of periodicals indexed in 
the List. 

Circulation of the Contents List is 
free to any local firm requesting to be 
placed on the distribution, and the 
initial response is reported to have 
been most encouraging. Once the list 
has become established, it is planned 
to expand its scope and to increase 
the number of periodicals indexed. 

. a * 

An American company, Eugene 
Garfield Associates, of Philadelphia, 
have started a service to provide tear- 
sheets of required articles which 
appear in a range of *‘more than 700 
journals’. The company aim to meet 
demands by ordering extra copies of 
any issue of a journal, and point out 
that, compared with photocopies, 
difficulties over quality of reproduc- 
tion do not arise, nor is there any 
breach of copyright 

” . - 

On the lines of L.L.U.’s Transla- 
tions bulletin and Technical transla- 
tions, published by the U.S. Dept. of 
Commerce, the Austrian Productivity 
Centre are planning to publish a list 
of unpublished translations, Doku- 
mentation ungedruckter Uberset- 
zungen aus den Ostsprachen. This will 
include translations into German, 
made by Austrian firms and organ- 
izations, of reports and papers pub- 
lished in Albania, Bulgaria, Czecho- 
slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Rumania 
U.S.S.R. and Yugoslavia. The Centre 
will also provide photocopies of the 
translations listed. Further informa- 
tion may be obtained from the 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Ost, Doku- 
mentation ungedruckter Uberset- 
zungen, Wien |, Josefplatz 6, Austria. 
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The editing of a third, and final, 
edition of the Union List of Serials of 
the U.S. and Canada has been made 
possible by a grant from the Council 
on Library Resources. This last 
edition of a famous reference book 
will cumulate the information up to 
1950 and its four to five thousand 
pages should be ready for printing in 
1961, for publication in 1962 at about 
$50 a copy. 

The records of serials beyond 1950 
will be continued by amplifying the 
monthly cumulative journal, New 
Serial Titles, which is issued by the 
Library of Congress. 

~ * 7 


Scientific books of the 18th century 
and the emergence of modern science, 
a short paper given recently to the 
Library Circle of the Royal Institu- 
tion by Dr. H. D. Anthony, is avail- 
able as a reprint from the Librarian 
of the R.I. 


* * * 


The Role of Classification is dis- 
cussed by a group of American 
librarians in a series of papers which 
are to be published by the School of 
Library Science in the University of 
Illinois. 

Among the papers are *‘The classi- 
fied catalogue as an aid to research”; 
‘Classifying readers’ interests in the 
public library’; ‘“‘The enduring 
qualities of Dewey”; ‘““The Library of 
Congress classification at Wisconsin 
University library’’. Jesse Shera con- 
tributes a study of ‘What lies ahead 
in classification”’. 


. * * 


The British Ceramic Research 
Association at Stoke-on-Trent has 
received the Mellor Library, a gift 
from the widow of the late Dr. J. W. 
Mellor, a pioneer in ceramics re- 
search. Described as an “‘exceptional 
collection of literature on the science 
and technology of ceramics,” the 
library comprises 8,000 books, 30,000 
pamphlets and many periodicals, and 
has an index of a quarter million 
cards. 
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